EGM 180 Take Home Quiz 6: Due Friday April 30th
In his 2005 book, The Singularity Is Near: When Humans Transcend Biology, inventor Ray Kurzweil defined singularity to mean:

“What, then, is the singularity? It's a future period during which the pace of technological change will be so rapid, its impact so deep, that human life will be irreversibly transformed. Although neither utopian or dystopian, this epoch will transform the concepts that we rely on to give meaning to our lives, from our business models to the cycle of human life, including death itself. Understanding the singularity will alter our perspective on the significance of our past and the ramifications for our future. To truly understand it inherently changes one's view of life in general and one's own particular life.”

In his book, Kurzweil predicts that smarter-than-human intelligence in humans and machines may become possible through technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI) and brain-computer interfaces.  Since technology is the product of cognition, the singularity is an effect that snowballs once it occurs - the first smart minds can create smarter minds, and smarter minds can produce still smarter minds.

Much debate has ensued regarding this prophesized event and its potential manifestation.   Some people regard the forecast of a singularity positively while others view it as dangerous, or just unlikely.  From all views, the most practical means for initiating the singularity are debated, as are the means for avoiding it.

In 2010, the term singularity has expanded to include a focus on technology that could enable such an event; e.g., the Singularity Hub and Singularity University.  It has even become the premise for a movie, Trancendent Man.  If you haven’t seen the movie, I invite you to watch the 3 minute trailer for that film as an introduction to Ray Kurzweil and the singularity that he forecasts.

As your final essay quiz in EGM 180, you are asked to write a 1 to 2 page position paper on the singularity.  How do you view Ray Kurzweil’s predicted singularity, and why?  State your position in a clearly worded thesis statement.  The remainder of your paper should support that thesis.
There is no "right answer" or correct position.  Your grade on this assignment will be based on how well you state and defend your position. You are encouraged (but not required) to use references and cite them. This assignment is due no later than Friday, April 30th, at midnight.  
