Grading Guidelines for Writing
(From “Engaging Ideas,” by John C. Bean)
1. Does the paper have a thesis?
2. Does the thesis address itself to the assigned question(s) or topic?
3. Is the paper free from long stretches of quotations and summaries that exist only for their own sakes and remain unanalyzed?
4. Can the writer produce complete sentences?
5. Is the paper free from basic grammatical errors?
If the answer to any of the above questions is “no,” the paper will receive some kind of C.  If the answer to most of the above questions is “no,” its grade will be lower.  Those papers that pass the first 5 criteria are then further evaluated.

6. How thoughtful is the paper?  Does it show originality?

7. How adequate is the thesis?  Does it respond to the assigned question or topic in a complete and interesting way?  Does it have an appropriate degree of complexity?

8. How well organized is the paper?  Does it stick to the point?  Does every paragraph contain a clear topic sentence?  If not, is another kind of organization principle at work?  Are the transitions well made?  Does it have a real conclusion, not simply a stopping place?

9. Is the writing style efficient, not wordy or unclear?
10. Above all, can I hear a lively, intelligent, interesting human speaking through the text of the paper?

Depending on the answers to questions 6-10, the paper will receive some kind of A or B.

