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Model Paragraph

How to Construct a Solid Paragraph in the Body of an Academic Essay

1. Begin with a transition sentence, unless the previous paragraph has ended with a transition.

2. Provide a topic sentence in your own words that works as the thesis of your paragraph, unifying the ideas in that paragraph. It must connect to or explain one aspect of your paper’s main thesis.

3. Further develop the topic sentence, if that will be useful to your reader, in your own words.  

4. Provide evidence: use a specific example or quotation from the text, with appropriate signal phrase and parenthetical documentation. Analyze that example or quotation in your own words, showing how it supports your topic sentence. 
5. Use other examples, from other sources if possible, that support your topic sentence. The more examples you use, the more convincing your evidence will be. Analyze them all, showing their relationships to each other as well as to the overall thesis. 

6. Conclude the paragraph with a sentence that expands your topic sentence and may begin the transition to the next paragraph. Never end your paragraph with an un-analyzed quotation or example. Never leave your reader to guess at the connections between your evidence and your overall thesis. Show the reader how everything fits together.  

