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CSCI 373:  Computer Networking
General information

The instructor for section 1 of CSCI 373 is Dean Brock.  The prerequisite for
CSCI 373 is  CSCI 202 and CSCI 254.  The course will meet on Tuesday and
Thursday from 9:25 AM to 10:40 AM in Robinson 217.  The textbook for the
course will be Data Communications, Computer Networks and Open Systems
written by Fred Halsall and published by Adison-Wesley (ISBN 0-201-56506-4).  
This will be a software-oriented networking course.  We'll concentrate on Part II,
``Computer Networks,'' and Part III, ``Open System,'' of the book.  We'll pay
particular attention to the TCP/IP protocol, the most widely used protocol both
internationally and locally (on the UNCA campus).  Next Fall, I plan to teach a
course on Data Communications following Part I of the text.  (That works out to
only $34 per course for textbooks!)

Most homework assignments will be pen and paper exercises.  Expect to do a lot
of figuring.  Careful planning is the most important job of a network guru.  There
will also be a programming assignments involving the socket interface developed
for the TCP/IP protocol.  Hopefully, we'll be able to complete an assignment using
Remote Procedure Calls.  Programming assignments will be done using the Unix
workstations in Robinson 004.  If you haven't used Unix workstations before, you
should get a copy of Unix for the Impatient by Paul Abrahams and Bruce 
A. Larson (Addison-Wesley,  ISBN: 0-201-55703-7).

Grades will be based on a combination of graded homework, two in-class exams,
and one final exam.  The weights given to the various forms of graded material
are:

40% Homework
30% Final exam
30% In-classes

The final exam will be given on Thursday, December 16, from 9:25 AM to
11:55 AM.  The first in-class exam will be given on Thursday, September 30.  The
second exam will be given in mid-November.

My office hours are Tuesday and Thursday from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM.  I do
frequently read electronic mail and sending a message to my computer account,
brock@cs.unca.edu, is generally the best way to get a prompt response.


