
$2/car
$15/season

CAROLINA 6 CONNECTIONS
SPECIAL DAY-USE AREAS

Prices subject
to change

NANTAHALA NATIONAL FOREST COMMENTS
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BALSAM LAKE
From TUCKASEGEE, take NC 281S for 8.75 miles. Turn 
left on SR 1756, go about 6 miles (1 mile past lodge).

CHEOAH POINT
From ROBBINSVILLE, take US 129N for 7 miles. turn left 
at sign, go 0.8 mile.

CHEROHALA SKYWAY
From ROBBINSVILLE, take US 129N for 1 mile, turn left on 
NC 143W, and follow signs for 10 miles.
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CLIFFSIDE LAKE
From HIGHLANDS, take US 64W for 4.5 miles. Turn right 
at sign.

DRY FALLS
From HIGHLANDS, take US 64W for 3.5 miles, falls on left.
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FIRES CREEK
From HAYESEVILLE, go 5 miles on US 64W. Turn right on 
NC 175 for 2.5 miles & left on Fires Creek Rd. (SR 1344).

JACKRABBIT MOUNTAIN
From HAYESVILLE, take US 64E for 6.2 miles. Turn right 
on NC 175 for 2.5 miles. Turn right on SR 1155.

JOYCE KILMER 
From ROBBINSVILLE, take 129N for 1 mi. Turn left on 
NC 143W. Turn right on 1134, go 2 miles to Joyce Kilmer. 

CHEROKEE LAKE 
From MURPHY, take US 64W for 8 miles. Turn right on NC 
294, go 3 miles.

NANTAHALA GORGE 
Take US 19 between ALMOND & TOPTON. Travel through 
the gorge.

STANDING INDIAN PICNIC AREA 
From FRANKLIN, take US 64W for 9 miles. Turn left on 
old US 64 and follow signs.

TSALI
From BRYSON CITY, take US 19S for 9 miles. Turn right 
on NC 28 for 5.5 miles, turn right at the sign, go 1.5 miles. 
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Open all year. Walk or fish along Wolf Creek. No water 
or restrooms in winter. Near Balsam Lake Lodge. Open 
by reservation only at 877-444-6777.
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WAYAH BALD
From FRANKLIN, take US 64W. Turn right on old US 64 to 
SR 1310 (Wayah Rd.). Turn right on FR 69 for 4.5 miles.
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WHITESIDE MOUNTAIN
From HIGHLANDS, take US 64E about 5 miles. Turn right 
on SR 1680. Follow signs.

WHITEWATER FALLS
From CASHIERS, take NC 107S for 10 miles to NC-SC 
line. Drive 1 mile, take first road to the left. Follow signs.
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Open all year. Swimming beach on Santeetlah Lake. 
Campground and boat ramp nearby. Picnic shelter. 
Cheoah District: 828-479-6431.
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Open all year. Drive 30 miles on the crest of the 
mountains. Scenic overlooks, picnic spots, trails. 
Cheoah District: 828-479-6431.

No fee for
day use

No fee for
day use

No fee

$3/car, 2 shelters 
by reservation:
828-877-4023

April 1-Oct. 31. Bathhouse with showers. Seven short 
trails: 0.5 to 1.5 miles. No fee in winter.
Manager (Apr.1-Oct. 31): 828-526-5912.
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No fee
for day use

$3/car
for day use

No fee

No fee

Use fee:
$1/person
$5/person/season

$2/car
for day use

$2/trail user
$15 trail user
season pass

No fee

$2/car
$15/season

$2/car
$15/season
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Open all year. Walk behind this 75-foot waterfall with-
out getting wet. Highland District: 828-526-3765.

Open all year. Hike the 0.7-mile loop to Leatherwood 
Falls or explore 25 miles of trail open to hikers and 
horses. Tusquitee District: 828-837-5152.

May 2-Sept. 30. Swimming beach on Chatuge Lake. 
Popular for watersports. Hot showers. Picnic shelters. 
Tusquitee District: 828-837-5152.

Open all year. Walk through this rare, outstanding 
example of an old growth forest on two loop trails 
(1.25 & 2 miles). Cheoah District: 828-479-6431.

Apr. 1-Oct. 30. Accessible fishing pier on Lake Chero-
kee. Picnic shelter. Tusquitee District: 828-837-5152.

Open all year. Popular rafting on 8.5 miles of white-
water. Picnicking at Ferebee Memorial. Wayah District: 
828-524-6441.

April 3-Nov. 30. Picnic shelter can be reserved for $30 
by calling Wayah District, 828-524-6441.

Open all year. Near Fontana Lake. 42 miles of bike & 
horse trails are especially popular for mountain bikers. 
Cheoah District: 828-479-6431.

Open all year. Enjoy panoramic views from historic 
fire tower. Crossed by Appalachian & Bartram Trails. 
Wayah District: 828-524-6441.

Open all year. Hike 2-mile-loop trail to 4,930-foot 
summit for outstanding views. Highlands District: 828-
526-3765.

Open all year. The East’s highest waterfall at 411 feet. 
Highlands District: 828-526-3765.
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 If you’re a water sports fan, 
Jackrabbit Mountain Recreation 
Area will provide the perfect 
vacation getaway. 
 Bordering the 13-mile Chatuge 
Lake and surrounded by a backdrop 
of mountains, Jackrabbit offers 
a wealth of water recreation: 
swimming, boating, waterskiing, 
riding a jet ski, and fishing. 

FEATURES: 
 Chatuge Lake, Jackrabbit’s 
main attraction, is touted as the 
crown jewel of Tennessee Valley 
Authority’s system of lakes. A man-
made reservoir, the lake boasts more 
than 130 miles of shoreline and 
plenty of water for recreation. 
 Another hallmark of Chatuge 
Lake is its gradual descending 
shoreline, which offers sunbathers a 
place to relax in the sun and sand at 
Jackrabbit’s beach. 
 In addition, Chatuge Lake is a 
mecca for anglers who find a variety 

of fish. They can catch spotted, 
white, and striped bass; catfish; 
crappie; and sunfish.

AMENITIES: 
 Open from May 2 to September 
30, Jackrabbit Mountain Recreation 
Area has three loops lined with 101 
sites for tent or trailer camping. Each 
site has a picnic table, fire grill, tent 
platform, and parking spur. 
 Five buildings with showers and 
flush toilets are available. Facilities 
are also accessible to people with 
disabilities. Jackrabbit also offers a 
two-vehicle-wide boat ramp where 
boats are launched into Chatuge 
Lake. A picnic area with a pavilion 
is also available.

CAMPGROUND FEE: 
 The cost per site is $15 per site. 
To make reservations for Loops A 
and B, call 877-444-6777 or go on-
line at reserveUSA. com. Loop C is 
still first-come, first-served.

OTHER ATTRACTIONS: 
❋ Fires Creek Recreation Area: 
This area offers hiking, picnicking, 
horseback riding, and fishing. The 
26-mile Rim Trail follows the 
mountain rim that surrounds Fires 
Creek. A favorite short trail is the 
0.7-mile loop to Leatherwood Falls. 
❋ Marinas: Located on Chatuge 
Lake are marinas that rent boats.

❋ Chunky Gal Trail: About 14 
miles east on U.S. 64, the 21-
mile Chunky Gal Trail crosses the 
highway. Traversing Chunky Gal 
Mountain, the trail connects with the 
Appalachian Trail.
❋ Jackrabbit Mountain Trail: This 
easy trail loops for 2.4 miles through 
open woods and offers great views 
of Chatuge Lake. 

Jackrabbit campground offers
wealth of water recreation

Sunbathers enjoy the beach at Jackrabbit Mountain Recreation Area and swim-
mers cool off in Chatuge Lake, a great place for water recreation.
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