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Dear Interested Members of the Public and Forest Users:

On November 20, 2007, I withdrew the September 28, 2006, decision notice for the Shinwhite Project to
ensure concerns related to harvesting are adequately addressed. At that time, about four acres of Stand 65-6
was harvested and about 700 feet of skid road was completed. All actions in the previous decision are being
brought forward for further consideration in this proposal. Additionally, skid trails and skid roads, and
scenery near Stand 65-6 will be more fully considered. Enclosed with this letter is a list of proposed actions
associated with the Shinwhite Project. These actions have been developed to address management
opportunities identified for timber and wildlife resources within Analysis Area (AA) 7, Nolichucky. Also
enclosed are preliminary working maps depicting the actions in the AA. The purpose of this letter is to
inform interested and affected parties and to solicit comments for this proposal which is located about 12
miles north of Burnsville in Mitchell and Yancey Counties, North Carolina.

Management opportunities have been identified through a comparison of existing and desired conditions
which could move this landscape toward a desired future condition. The desired future condition for a given
resource was determined by examining the Land and Resource Management Plan, Amendment 5, for the
Nantahala and Pisgah National Forests (USDA March 1994 and here after referred to as the Forest Plan).
The purpose and need (objectives) for the proposal are to meet Forest Plan direction by: balancing age-class
distribution, improving timber stand conditions and providing for a continuous supply of timber; reducing
competition and improving species composition in proposed harvest units through herbicide use; controlling
non-native invasive species through herbicide use along existing roads and trails, and historical routes;
improving conditions for wildlife by creating a diversity of habitat and maintaining and enhancing existing
fields; and improving water quality by rehabilitating or relocating away from areas of resource damage
caused by equestrian use.

I am initiating a 30-day notice and comment period with this letter. In accordance with 36 CFR 215.6(a)(3),
individuals or organizations wishing to be eligible to appeal must provide the following information: 1) Your
name and address; 2) Title of the Proposed Action; 3) Specific substantive comments (215.2) on the
proposed action, along with supporting reasons that the Responsible Official should consider in reaching a
decision; and 4) Your signature or other means of identification verification. For organizations, a signature
or other means of identification verification must be provided for the individual authorized to represent your
organization.

In accordance with 36 CFR 215.6(2)(4), comments must be postmarked or received within 30 days
beginning the day after publication of this notice in The Asheville Citizen-Times. Oral or hand-delivered
comments must be received within our normal business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Comments may be
mailed electronically, in a common digital format, to: comments-southern-north-carolina-pisgah-
appalachian@fs.fed.us; regular mail to: Appalachian Ranger District, Attn: District Ranger, PO Box 128,
Burnsville, NC 28714; or faxed to 8§28-682-9179.

Please contact Michael Hutchins, Interdisciplinary Team Leader at 828-682-6146 if you have questions
concerning this proposal. Thank you for your continued interest in management of the National Forests in
North Carolina.

Sincerely,

M. Hutzhins (for)

TINA R. TILLEY
District Ranger

Enclosure
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Shinwhite Project 2

Shinwhite Project Proposal:

Harvest about 98 acres using the two-age regeneration harvest prescription (20-25 ft* basal area retained
per acre) in Stands 65-1, 65-6, 69-3, and 70-9 utilizing and developing skid trails, skid roads, and log
landings as needed. Skid trails, skid roads, and log landings would be rehabilitated as needed after use.
To reduce visual impacts, the access route through Stand 65-6 would maintain a seen-area buffer on each
side where no additional trees would be harvested. The seen-area buffer will be developed by a Forest
Service landscape architect. Stand harvest boundaries would be marked to ensure no encroachment on to
to private property.

Site prepare and the subsequent release, if needed with herbicide (Triclopyr) in all two-age stands
harvested,;

Designate 70 acres of small patch old growth in compartment 65 and 54 acres of small patch old growth
in compartment 68 (both designations are from the initial old growth inventory);

Use Imazapic herbicide to eradicate fescue component within existing wildlife fields containing fescue,
then refurbish the fields by using a clover/warm season grass mix, lime, and fertilizer. Within all
existing fields, control other non-native invasive plants and daylight around existing fields to develop a
brushy interface. Existing fruit trees in wildlife openings would be “released” and autumn olive would
be eliminated in all existing fields and replaced with native soft mast species (i.e., spicebush,
serviceberry, and/or dogwood). All log landings constructed for harvest activities would be seeded
following harvest with a clover and wildflower seed mix and on smaller landings, an old variety species
of apple or other fruit trees would be planted.

Develop two new wildlife fields near Beauty Spot (about 4 acres) that meet scenery standards.

Daylight an average of 30 feet either side of Forest Service Roads (FSRs) 5572 and 5506, and Lewis
Trail for about 3.5 miles (about 25 acres). Daylight the following existing wildlife fields: Bearwoods,
Lewis Trail, Devil’s Fork Gap, White Oak Creek, Annie’s Cove, Beauty Spot (NCWRC), and Chestnut
Mountain. Daylighting would not occur within existing harvest units and stream protection zones; and
Use herbicides (Triclopyr and Glyphosate) to control non-native invasive plants along FSRs, trails, and
historic routes within the AA. Prior to harvest, treat non-native invasive plants within harvest stands
with herbicides (Triclopyr and/or Glyphosate) or manually as appropriate.

Implement a soil and water improvement project by rehabilitating damaged areas or rehabilitating and
relocating away from damaged areas caused by equestrian use.



Shinwhite Proposal Vicinity Map
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by the Landscape Architect.
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