
EGM 180 Quiz 3
Due by mid-night on Wednesday March 6th.

Overview

It has been said that “teaching is the best way to learn.”  In this assignment, we’re 
going to apply that adage to writing.  I've attached two essays to this document, 
both were written by students in a previous class in response to the writing prompt 
for essay 1.  The first essay received a high mark while the grade for the second 
essay was low, but there is room for improvement in both essays.  You will receive a 
grade for this exercise based on the improvements that you choose to make.  
Completion of each task contributes a percentage of your grade as indicated below.  

I. Tasks involving Essay 1, the strong essay

1) (15%) Identify the thesis statement in the first paragraph.  If you identified the 
last sentence in the paragraph you are correct.  Now, identify the subject of the 
thesis statement and the verb associated with that subject.  Here is an outline of 
the sentence structure:

The (determiner) confusion (subject) … phrase modifying confusion... is (verb) 
because (conjunction) … phrase describing voltmeters and ammeters... .

Does this sentence structure make sense---not really.  Rewrite the thesis statement 
to correctly express the author's intent.

2) (10%) The thesis statement analyzed in step 1 could arguably be viewed as a 
failed attempt to write in passive voice.  In a passive sentence construct, the object 
of the action is the subject of the sentence.  If you need help deciding whether a 
sentence is passive, ask yourself whether there is an action described in the 
sentence.  If so, look at the front of the sentence.  Is the noun at the front of the 
sentence the person or thing doing the action, or is it the person or thing receiving 
the action?  In a passive sentence, the object of the action will be in the subject 
position at the front of the sentence.

Still confused about what's the difference between passive and active voice? 
According to Professor Rebecca Johnson, a professor of culture and ethics at USMC, 
if you can add the phrase "by zombies" after the verb, your sentence has passive 
voice (taken from http://auwritingcenter.blogspot.com).

For example:
Passive Voice = She was chased [by zombies].

http://www.cs.unca.edu/~bruce/Spring13/180/strongExample.pdf


Active Voice = Zombies chased [by zombies] her.

Identify a passive voice sentence in the first paragraph and rewrite that sentence in 
the active voice.  In active voice, the subject of the sentence performs the action. 
Please checkout UNC Chapel Hill's page on passive voice for a more in-depth 
discussion of the subject.  For a discussion of style considerations, see Sword's 
chapter on voice.

3) (25%) Now read the entire essay.  Write a short summary of each paragraph, and 
then evaluate the essay as a whole.  Be brief but be specific and concrete, and 
support your judgments with examples.  

II. Tasks involving Essay 2, the weak essay

1) (30%) Read the entire essay.  Identify the thesis statement and write a short 
summary of each paragraph.  Briefly evaluate the essay commenting on the thesis 
statement, the structure of the essay, and the author's choice of wording.  Be 
specific and concrete and support your judgments with examples.  

2) (20%) Identify two sentences written in the passive voice and rewrite them in the 
active voice.  In the process of rewriting them, remove any typos and grammatical 
errors.  Please include the original sentences along with the rewrites.

3) (20% extra credit) This essay contains many awkward sentences.  You may 
rewrite up to four (4) sentences for 20% extra credit (5% per sentence).   Your re-
writes must be clear and concise, and free of grammatical errors.  Please include 
the original sentence along with each rewrite.

http://www.cs.unca.edu/~bruce/Spring13/180/weakExample.pdf
http://www.cs.unca.edu/bruce/Spring13/180/SwordCh4.pdf
http://www.cs.unca.edu/bruce/Spring13/180/SwordCh4.pdf
http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/passive-voice/

	EGM 180 Quiz 3

