William Scarborough (1852–1926), was a professor of Greek and Latin at Wilberforce University, Xenia, Ohio, and Vice President of the same. Scarborough is the author of a Greek textbook and of several classical and philological essays. He was the first African-American careerist in the classics and continued to use language and oratory as a means of affecting social change. This is a story of how he led others to the idea of the classics being an attainable, useful and important foundation of education for everyone.
There emerged an ideal of the “New Negro” at the turn-of-the-century. There was a small class of Black intellectuals that the Cleveland Gazette noted in 1895 had "arisen since the war, with education, refinement, and money". William Sanders Scarborough [Evangelist] was among that group, minus the money. He believed like others that, a new Negro, self-respecting, fearless, and determined in the assertion of their rights had emerged [The Right Time] -- an ushering in of another great era in the history of the colored people of the United States was occurring. Even before Scarborough [Piggyback] Black leaders praised the use of oratory and the mind as the appropriate means to achieve political equality and prove one's manhood and good character. He believed that "to speak proper was to be proper--would ensure one's rights, along with the security of property" and that it was "the precise structure and resonance of the Black voice by which the very face of the race would be known and fundamentally reconstructed" He was determined to see this change through and was willing to persevere towards change in spite of the constant resistance he faced. He turned the resistance into fuel to fire-up his efforts [Fear Less]. He incorporated his vision into his life and everything he thereafter pursued to prove the value and benefits of education [Just Do It].

 Scarborough’s plan was to improve the social conditions of turn-of-the-century African Americans. He was never so far removed, however, as to ignore the problematic past or deny the memory of enslavement by solely focusing on Blacks' metaphysical, intellectual capabilities. As a matter of fact, he often referred to his own history to enable others to make the change [Hometown Story]. He encouraged those he came in contact with to triangulate language, race, and history, and even acknowledged the links between ideology and literacy [Piggyback]. 

Thus, Scarborough and his compeers advocated a very specific kind of education to cultivate the "civilized virtues" for “shaping one's self” into an American citizen. In order to better relay his ideas, he began the “shaping” with himself through a series of processes [Step by Step].

Throughout his life, Scarborough worked tirelessly to advance the cause of African-American education [Sustained Momentum]. After he was emancipated during the Civil War he entered Atlanta University in 1869. He went on to Oberlin College for his Bachelors and Masters degree and graduated in 1875. He went back south to teach the classics amidst the existing Jim Crow Laws [Test the Waters], but he faced insurmountable resistance. The experience and many hardships took their toll on him and he left to teach Latin and Greek at Wilberforce University (1877-1892). During that period he published First Lessons in Greek in 1881, a text that made him, according to his obituary in the New York Times, Sept. 12, 1926, “the first member of his race to prepare a Greek textbook suitable for university use.” In 1908, he then became President of the University, a position he held for twelve years [External Validation, In Your Space]. 

He argued in favor of higher education for Afro-Americans against those who were asking: “Why waste higher education?” “Why not give the Negro industrial training exclusively? Why not give him a pick, instead of Latin and Greek?” Scarborough answered by saying that higher education “is not wasted on the race no matter what facts are found as to his condition . . . it is no more wasted than it would be on white boys and girls, some of whom . . . follow pursuits more or less menial in character . . . it is not wasted because . . . there is hope of a future for other boys and girls—a future with better conditions.”(Scarborough, 1898) One of those skeptics was Booker T. Washington. But in the face of Washington’s widespread popularity, Scarborough remained the staunch defender of higher learning for African-Americans [Sustained Momentum]. 

Although Scarborough praised the work of Booker T. Washington and felt he was a much-needed leader [Champion Skeptic], he denied Washington’s claim that "all the race must run mad over industrial education ... we would be sorry to see the abandonment of one iota of effort toward higher education for the Negro" (Scarborough, 1890). Scarborough cautioned that just “because of” Washington’s “success in this line,” not “all the race must run mad over industrial education.” Furthermore, he stated in his 1902 essay [Token] called “The Negro and Higher Learning,” that “without in the least undervaluing the sphere and influence of industrial training, we may affirm that higher education is, after all, to be the most powerful lever in the Negro’s development and in the ultimate perfection of humanity at large.” He valorized the development of the black mind and the importance of education, maintaining his position that "the future of the race depends largely upon its intellectual advancement" [Tailor Made]. He also wrote that higher education is the tool that "will round (the Negro) out in his manhood and citizenship... It will tend to incite to morality, honesty, sobriety, and industry, by training the intellect, the emotions, and the will to obey the mandates of that highest of monitors--conscience". 

Scarborough wasn’t just a force of an extreme change. He was well respected and accepted by his peers as well and used his experiences and knowledge gained from various organizations to promote the acceptance of his ideas [External Validation]. He was the first African-American member of the Modern Language Association (MLA) and the third African-American member of the American Philological Association (APA). Although Scarborough joined many professional organizations, he identified himself primarily as a classical scholar and participated most consistently in the APA. Greek and, to a lesser extent, Roman culture were his scholarly interests. He worked on the texts in those traditions and often thought along the lines of the greatest classical writers and orators. Through this thinking, in public and in his professional identification with scholarly disciplines, Scarborough performed his racial identity. There were certain moments in his career where he primarily experienced his disciplinary identity [Dedicated Champion]. 

For the trials that Scarborough faced, he was not alone. He befriended and married his former supervisor, who had been the principal at Lewis High School, South Carolina when he was on the faculty teaching there. He had his friend [Shoulder to Cry On], his [Mentor], and scholarly peer, his wife Sarah Cordelia Bierce [Guru on Your Side]. Through every step of the way she was there for him to help him celebrate his achievements [Small Successes]. Although Scarborough may have never known the impact of the change he led, according to the APA, there are now over 2.7 percent of minorities holding doctorates in the classics and teaching in the U.S and Canada. (Lum, 2005)

 Following the advent of Black classicists, present-day [Innovators] of Scarborough have come up with their own [Next Steps] to continue the change in classics. Gregory Davis, professor and dean of Humanities at Duke University said, “The Greeks didn’t invent everything. We should teach Egyptian myths, for instance, alongside the writings of Homer and Plato. It’s a disservice to our graduates if we give them an inaccurate account of history.” Scarborough was just the beginning.
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