Charles Robert Darwin was a famous scientist and naturalist who first 

proposed that natural selection was responsible for the variety of organisms

living on the Earth today.  Through years of careful research and study Darwin

formulated his theory and then used a remarkable number of patterns

to help him convince people of the validity of his argument and to help

establish a new precedent in scientific theory.

Charles Robert Darwin, (1809-1882), is responsible for convincing a majority of the scientific community that species develop over a period of time through a process of natural selection.  The change that Darwin led, one that is still accepted to this day, is the idea of evolution, the importance of which is described by Wikipedia as it states, “His theories explaining this phenomenon through natural and sexual selection are central to the modern understanding of evolution as the unifying theory of the life sciences, essential in biology and important in other disciplines such as anthropology, psychology and philosophy.(Charles Darwin, Wikipedia).  A key way in which Darwin ultimately accomplished this change was by utilizing patterns of change.


According to Funk and Wagnalls New Encyclopedia Charles Darwin was a, “British scientist, who laid the foundation of modern evolutionary theory with his concept of the development of all forms of life through the slow-working process of natural selection.”  (Darwin, Charles Robert, Funk and Wagnalls).  Before Darwin changed the way the scientific community thought about species development and interaction, the prevailing theory stated that a higher power created all species that currently exist on Earth at the same point in time, and in the same forms they are currently in.  Darwin realized that he would be leading a major change in scientific theory, and took steps to address those concerns accordingly.  When Darwin first began to theorize about natural selection he studied the natural world extensively.  His travels on a vessel named the HMS Beagle allowed him to visit such places as the Galapagos Islands and Africa, as well as many other parts of the world, where he studied and compared animal species native to those parts.  The HMS Beagle went on a five-year voyage in which Darwin spent over two-thirds of that time on land studying each areas unique geological features, as well as fossils and living organisms.  Darwin wrote down all of his findings in a series of notes and journals, which would eventually be published collectively as The Voyage of the Beagle, and it was this research that first led him to formulate his ideas on natural selection [Time for Reflection] and created in him the desire to change the way the scientific community understood species development.  Thus, as he began to formulate his new theory of natural selection, and as he uncovered more evidence to support his theory, he became extremely passionate about the idea [Evangelist].  However, because Charles Darwin was an intelligent man, he realized that he needed a thorough, laid out plan to refine his concepts into a theory that his colleagues would respect and take seriously [Step by Step].  On November 22, 1859 The Origin of Species went on sale, and Darwin’s theory, after years of research, was, “As many more individuals of each species are born than can possibly survive; and as, consequently, there is a frequently recurring struggle for existence, it follows that any being, if it vary however slightly in any manner profitable to itself, under the complex and sometimes varying conditions of life, will have a better chance of surviving, and thus be naturally selected. From the strong principle of inheritance, any selected variety will tend to propagate its new and modified form.”(The Origin of Species, Darwin, Charles).  In order to truly validate his book, Darwin cited evidence he had gathered from his time aboard the HMS Beagle in a successful effort to prove that is ideas were not simply half-baked [External Validation].


The Origin of Species generated wide public interest, from comeidc satires, to the Churh of England, to other scientists.  Opinion on the book varied wildely, some supported the idea immediately [Innovator], while others, such as the Churh of England, condemmned the idea and rejected Darwin’s attempt at change in the scientific community. In 1860, shortly after the book was published, Darwin relized that he needed someone in the scientific community who was already well respected and who would support his theory of natural selection [Guru on Your Side].  The man who fullfilled this role, and who was one of the most influenitifal early supporters of Darwin’s idea, was Thomas Huxley.  Darwin’s Guru participated in many public debates in defense of Darwin and his ideas, making him an ideal Guru in Darwin’s attempt to lead this change.  As time went by, Darwin understood that in order to make sure his thory of natural selection was a permannet and lasting change, he needed to reinforce those who had always supported him, such as Thomas Huxley, and  he did this thorugh continual correspondance with not only Huxely but also a number of his ever-growing group of supporters, which included not only liberal scientific thinkers, but also members of the general populace who were interested in Darwin’s ideas [Stay in Touch].  

The fact that Charles Darwin’s idea for change in the way 

the scientific community and the entire world thinks about 

the development and origin of species still reamins the principle 

and most accredited thory on the topic of species development 

lends much credence to the man.  The change he began had, and 

continues to have, profound effects on not only biology, but 

sociology and various other scientific and even political fields. 

 Charles Darwin utilized a great number of change patterns to 

assist his effort, and the results of his labor have clearly payed off.  

From Darwin’s use of the [Guru on Your Side] to [External Validation],

 among many others, he did an excellent job of ensuring that not only

 would his change idea become accepted throughout the scientific 

community and the world, it would last long after him.
Author:  Richard McCormick
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