
 Ernesto Guevara developed into a change agent at the age of 22. A motorbike adventure through South America would significantly influence the remaining life of the unkempt, bearded man known as Che. During his travels across the continent, Guevara witnessed widespread social inequality and injustice. He saw the incredible struggle of the average worker and the misery experienced by indigenous Indians. Disgusted and enraged, Guevara became the passionate [Evangelist]. A monumental task, Guevara sought to deliver social equality throughout the world.


Guevara's lack of knowledge directed him to Central America. The President of Guatemala was leading the nation towards communism, a perfect learning opportunity for the aspiring revolutionary. Ernesto had become a Marxist and wanted to see if the reforms taking place in Guatemala could be imitated elsewhere [Test the Waters], [Piggyback]. Che acquainted himself with a Peruvian communist named Hilda Gadea Costa, who introduced him to high-level government officials, Cuban exiles, and other persons of mutual interest [Ask for Help], [Connector], [Guru on Your Side]. However, before having much time to study the processes occurring in Guatemala, the President was overthrown. The elements who conducted the coup were directed by wealthy land owners, fruit companies, and the CIA. Though they forced Che's exit, the influence of the privileged in the destruction of communist Guatemala energized Guevara as a leader of change.


Ernesto continued to move north, arriving in Mexico on September 21, 1954. In the capital, Che was introduced to Fidel Castro, who had recently been released from a Cuban prison after being charged with revolutionary activities. He quickly developed a great respect for Castro [Mentor]. Within hours of meeting him, Che had joined the 26th of July Movement, a group planning to overthrow Cuba president Batista [Group Identity]. Converting Cuba into a communist state would be a move in the right direction [Trial Run], [Step by Step]. The 26th of July Movement trained in guerilla warfare tactics on a farm in Mexico. On November 15th, 1956, the group ceased training and boarded a small yacht bound for Cuba.


In the nighttime, ten days later, the boat reached Cuban soil. By morning, the group of men was attacked by Batista's soldiers. Of the initial 82 expeditionaries, only 15 survived the first battle. Che and the survivors retreated to the mountains from where they would mount a guerilla warfare campaign. Over 2 years later, Cuban President Batista fled the country, leaving Che and his fellow rebels to occupy the capital and take control of Cuba. Che worked in the Cuban government for several years, but refused his due salaries to set a revolutionary example. The victory in Cuba developed into the [Hometown Story] told to others interested in similar social change. While working for the government, Ernesto promoted the idea of social equality through visits to foreign countries where he delivered powerful speeches to influential audiences [Involve Everyone], [Sustained Momentum]. His trip to the United States included an appearance on the CBS news program Face The Nation, a meeting with Senator Eugene McCarthy, and dinner with the Rockefellers [Smell of Success]. Ernesto also played a major role in bringing Soviet missiles to the island. Guevara had succeeded in Cuba. It was now time to devote his energy to a different region. 


Che decided to leave Latin America and pursue social equality in Africa's Congo. Although he wanted to return to his home land in Argentina to address social issues, it was not [The Right Time]. He believed Africa could be a small success in the larger picture [Step by Step]. His goal was to lead the Marxist Simba movement to control of the Congo. He would support the movement by instructing local Simba fighters in communist ideology and guerilla warfare strategies [Study Group]. Guevara met with the local guerilla leader Laurent-Desire Kabila. While Kabila initially welcomed Che’s help, he and other Africans eventually abandoned Guevara. After 7 months of frustrations and failure, Guevara left the Congo 40 pounds lighter with sagging spirits (Guillermoprieto, 2001).


Guevara traveled to Dar-es-Salaam and Prague, where he lived in hiding. During this time he compiled his memoirs of the Congo experience, and wrote drafts of two books, one on philosophy and the other on economics [Time for Reflection]. He remained in contact with Castro in Cuba [Stay In Touch]. 


Che’s next and final attempt in delivering social equality would take place in Bolivia. On a 3,700 acre parcel of jungle, he set up a training camp for Bolivian communists [Study Group]. His guerilla force operated under the name National Liberation Army of Bolivia [Group Identity]. In the spring and summer of 1967, “Guevara and his small guerilla band had the Bolivian Armed Services, totaling approximately twenty thousand men in all three services, on the run” (James, 1969). However, the tide turned in late August of 1967 when the Bolivian Army annihilated about one third of Che’s force at Vado del Yeso. Part of the guerillas’ failure can be attributed to losing radio contact with Havana [Stay in Touch]. They also didn’t expect Bolivian forces to be trained and supplied by the US, and expected more assistance and cooperation from local dissidents. Critics also cite Guevara’s inclination to confrontation rather than compromise as contributing to his downfall.


Ernesto Guevara was executed in a schoolhouse on October 9th, 1967.  His death instigated controversy around the world, fueled mostly by the Bolivian Army’s varying accounts and descriptions of Che’s last hours. However, to this day he continues to serve as a symbol of revolution and social change [Token]. Spray-painted on walls and pronounced by the mouths of youth inspired by the revolutionary from Argentina are the words, “Che lives!”
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