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Elizabeth Cady Stanton was a radical abolitionist.  In the 19th century, while in London for the International Anti-Slavery Convention, she and other women, including Lucretia Mott, were told to sit away from the men and not allowed to speak.  It was then and there that she began her fight for women’s rights.  When Stanton and Mott returned from home they were determined to change the way the United States treated women.  [Evangelist]
     It was at the convention in 1840 that Elizabeth Cady Stanton got her first overwhelming taste of female discrimination.  She was refused a seat along with all other women.  These women, who made their way from many countries in the name of equality for all, were not allowed to speak.  This amazed Stanton.  She was twenty-five years old and had done much thinking about slavery, liberty and the American ideals.  It had not dawned on her that the conception of democracy in America did not include women. Upon returning from the convention Stanton and Mott vowed to hold a women’s rights convention.  [Group Identity] 
     It took eight years before Stanton and Mott would actually make a move toward women’s equality.  Stanton was busy raising children and being a wife.  Meanwhile, she was also attending meetings and lectures with prominent nineteenth-century individuals.  She was constantly with feminists connections gathering information.[Sustained Momentum][Just Do It]
     In 1848, Stanton and Mott called the first women’s rights convention in Seneca Falls NY. [Study Group]  They would meet to discuss a declaration she had written, the Declaration of Sentiments.  This was a document of complaint which was actually a set of resolutions inspired by the Declaration of Independence.  She simply stated men and women are equal.  She was able to present this by comparing to English jurist, William Blackstone’s Commentaries on the Laws of England, which stated that it is in the nature of things that man pursues his own happiness.  [Piggyback]  Stanton argued that any laws conflicting this for women were contrary to the precept of nature, therefore, could not be enforced (Gornick, 2005, p. 40).   [External Validation]  Stanton’s idea for equality began the true fight for women’s suffrage.

      On the second day of the convention in Seneca Falls, Stanton’s resolutions were adopted. [Small Successes]    One hundred people signed this document, seventy women and thirty men, including the abolitionist and civil rights activist Frederick Douglass. [Big Jolt]  While the Declaration of Sentiments did not come without ridicule, it was less than a year later she was joined in the fight by Mary Anne Johnson, who was organizing a convention preparatory in Ohio to remodel their state constitution.  [Piggyback]  Stanton suggested she begin her fight with the right to vote.  In her opinion, what was the good in owning property, or any other right, if you could not protect them by voting?  This began a forty year trend of many women in many states. [Ask for Help]
     In 1851 Stanton met Susan B. Anthony at an anti-slavery meeting.  It was inevitable that they would become great friends and colleagues in the fight for suffrage in the United States. [Connector][Guru on Your Side]  Anthony’s role was the organizational and tactical genius. Single and having no children, Anthony had the time and energy to do the speaking and traveling Stanton was unable to do. She displayed her skill by appearing before every Congress between 1869 and 1906 on behalf of women's suffrage.  Stanton’s role became that of the thinker and writer.  Together they fought the women's battles of the late nineteenth century.
          The Civil War began and ended.  It was at this point that Stanton and Anthony began lobbying against ratification of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments granting African American men the right to vote.  Stanton and Anthony tried to exclude the word “male”.   The suffrage movement, at that point, was only to include African American men and not women of any color.   Stanton was angry that the abolitionists, her former partners in working for both African American and women's rights, refused to demand that the language of the amendments be changed to include women.  They assumed that the abolitionist would be in support of this change.  At the Eleventh Women’s Rights Convention, with Stanton presiding, it was decided to rename the organization the American Equal Rights Association. [Group Identity]  The purpose now was to work together for universal suffrage. This ideal actually divided the abolitionists.  Radical feminism was born.
     Stanton did still have male supporters.  It was Thaddeus Stevens, a congressman from Pennsylvania, 
who presented a petition to the US Congress to change the 14th Amendment that would grant voting rights to both women and African American men. [Corporate Angel] [Piggy Back] Unfortunately, the 14th amendment was passed without the change.  As the 15th amendment was making its way through congress, Stanton’s view of universal suffrage was dividing the women’s rights activists.  Stanton’s all or nothing view of the 15th amendment is what eventually divided the women’s right movement into two separate organizations.  Stanton and Anthony founded the National Woman's Suffrage Association (NWSA), which opposed passage of the Fifteenth Amendment without it being changed to include female suffrage.  The American Woman's Suffrage Association (AWSA), supported the amendment as written.  Despite the efforts of these women, this amendment also passed unchanged.  

     Stanton continued her fight for women’s suffrage into her late years.  Despite her effort to keep the two suffrage associations from merging, in 1890 they did and she became the first president of the National American Women’s Suffrage Association.[Dedicated Champion]  Unlike earlier in her day, the association and its members were welcomed before the Judiciary Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives where they, again, addressed the issue of suffrage.  Stanton made a strong point when speaking of the value of the individual, noting that value was not based on gender.   As with the Declaration of Sentiments she had written about forty-five years earlier, Stanton's statement eloquently expressed not only the need for women's voting rights, but the need for a new understanding of women's position in society.
     Elizabeth Cady Stanton died in 1902, about 20 years before she could see her dream and life long work come to fruition.  She paved the way for others to move forward with her fight.  Although some may see her work a failure because she could not change the United States within her lifetime, without women like Stanton and Anthony, women might not have the opportunities they do today.  If she could only see us today; a woman running for president.
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